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Section 12 

Mission Statement 

 

 

To form a warm, welcoming alliance among educators, parents and 
students whose goal is to cultivate confident, knowledgeable and 
compassionate leaders by: 

 

 Following the teachings and principles of Dr. Maria Montessori 
and maintaining the standards of excellence recommended by 
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, 
American Montessori Society and NAEYC. 

 

 Providing a safe, supportive and nurturing environment that 
fosters independent and cooperative learning, embraces 
strengths as well as weaknesses and builds self-esteem. 

 

 Presenting an individualized course of study that inspires 
children to think, question and discover through hands-on 
exploration. 

 

 Challenging children to work to their full potential regardless of 
chronological age or grade. 

 

 Promoting an atmosphere that embraces diversity, inspires 
compassion and celebrates the potential in every human being. 
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WELCOME MESSAGE 

Dear Parents 

 

Hudson Country Montessori School is a school where children 
blossom!  We seek to inspire a passion for excellence and to 
nurture curiosity, creativity and imagination.  Our goal is not only 
to give students knowledge, but to prepare them with thinking 
and leadership skills needed to succeed in the ever evolving 
work force of tomorrow.  Our former students have gone off to 
become very successful in high school, college and in their 
careers. But more importantly, they are filled with self-
confidence and doing things that are important to them, while 
being mindful of their responsibility to protect the environment 
and to have compassion for others less fortunate.   
 

We know that this goes beyond the scope of traditional 
education, but then, Hudson is a rather unusual school. 
 

We work hard to create a sense of community and extended 
family at Hudson.  In most cases, children and their parents 
make lifetime friends at Hudson.  In this booklet, you will read 
about the many activities we have scheduled to create this 
sense of community at Hudson and we hope you will get 
involved and participate. 
 

We also believe that your child’s success in school is related to 
our partnership with you, the parent.  We strive for open lines of 
communication and invite you to ask any questions at any time.  
We also hope you will join us at the many informative events 
designed to help our children through their many developmental 
stages.   
 

Welcome again to Hudson! 
 

Mark F. Meyer 

Head of School 
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Section 22 

BASIC ELEMENTS OF THE MONTESSORI 

APPROACH 

The most favorable time for a child to learn is when he/she wants 
to do it himself/herself. – Maria Montessori 

THE MONTESSORI CLASSROOM 
 

Montessori classrooms are bright, warm, and inviting.  They are filled with plants, 
animals, art, music, books, and interest centers filled with intriguing learning 
material, fascinating mathematical models, maps, charts, fossils, historical 
artifacts, computers and scientific apparatus. 
 

You will not find rows of desks in our classrooms. Students are typically found 
scattered around the classroom, working alone or in small groups.  They tend to 
become so involved in their work that we cannot help but be tremendously 
impressed with a sense of calm and concentration. 
 

It may take a moment to spot the teachers within the classrooms.  They can be 
found working with one or two children at a time, advising, presenting a new lesson, 
or quietly observing the class at work.   
 

In her research, Dr. Montessori noted specific characteristics associated with the 
child’s interest and abilities at each plane of development.  Rather than fight the 
laws of nature, Montessori suggested that we “follow the child” and allow our 
children to show us how to facilitate the development of their human potential.   
 

Her focus on the “whole child” led Montessori to develop a very different sort of 
school from the traditional adult-centered classroom.  The Montessori classroom 
is not the domain of the adults in charge, it is a carefully prepared environment 
designed to facilitate the development of the children. 
 

This is a true community of children.  They move freely within the rooms, selecting 
work that captures their interest.  When they are hungry, they prepare their own 
snack and drink.  When something spills, they help each other carefully clean 
things up.  It is clear to even the casual observer that this environment belongs to 
the children.   
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The Montessori Classroom is commonly referred to as a prepared environment. This 
expression reflects the care and attention that is given to creating a learning 
environment that will reinforce the children’s independence and intellectual 
development. 
 

RESPECT, INTELLIGENCE AND INDEPENDENCE 
 

We know that young children are full and complete individuals in their own right.  
They deserve to be treated with the full and sincere respect that we would extend 
to their parents.  Respect breeds respect and learning is facilitated in an 
environment of mutual respect. 
 

Dr. Montessori believed that intelligence can be increased by exposure to a broad 
array of experiences early in a child’s life.  The nature of the Montessori experience 
is to provide children with a stream of developmentally appropriate experiences to 
allow each child’s potential to evolve.  Because these experiences are 
individualized to the child’s interest, children are more engaged and committed to 
their own cognitive development.   
 

By allowing children to develop a meaningful degree of independence and self-
discipline, Montessori sets a pattern for a lifetime of good work habits and a sense 
of responsibility.  Students are taught to take pride in doing things for themselves 
carefully and well. 
 

TEACHING CHILDREN TO THINK FOR THEMSELVES 
 

The program is designed to help each student discover and develop his/her own 
talents.  We know that no two students will learn at the same pace, nor will they 
share the same interests at the same time. Therefore, we strive to be flexible and 
creative in addressing each student as a unique individual. 
 

Rather than present students with “better answers,” Montessori teachers ask 
students “better questions.”  They lead students to think and to discover the 
answers for themselves.  Learning becomes its own reward, and the habit of 
successfully finding answers fuels a child’s desire to discover even more.   
 

SOCIALIZATION, COLLABORATION, FREEDOM OF 

MOVEMENT AND INDEPENDENTLY CHOSEN WORK 
 

Montessori children are free to move about so they can work alone, with others or 
with the teachers during the work cycle. They may select any activity and work as 
long as they wish, provided they do not disturb anyone, and things are put back 
where they belong. 
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At various points during the day, the students work together in groups for specific 
lessons, recreation, and “specials” such as Gym, Music, Art, Drama and Spanish. 
 

In an atmosphere where children learn at their own pace and compete only against 
themselves, they learn not to be afraid of making mistakes. They quickly find that few 
things in life come easily and they can try again without fear of embarrassment.  Before 
a child is allowed to advance to more challenging work they must demonstrate 
proficiency in earlier lessons.  We do not issue grades until Middle School, because 
every child is required to get an “A” before advancing to new work.  By removing the 
punitive aspects of school and enhancing the experiential aspects of learning, our 
students actually enjoy learning and they become fully engaged in their own education. 

Through the Montessori Method each child gains the self-esteem and self-awareness 
that leads them towards personal peace.  With this, the child is then able to reach out 
to others in constructive, collaborative and ultimately peaceful ways. 

INTEGRATED MONTESSORI CURRICULUM 
 

The Montessori curriculum uses an integrated, thematic approach that ties the 
separate disciplines of the curriculum together. We also evaluate and integrate 
components of the traditional curriculums such as Connecticut Preschool 
Curriculum and Assessment Frameworks, New York State Curriculum Framework 
K-12, Common Core Standards and the New Rochelle New York Curriculum 
Outline K-12 to best meet the needs of all our children. 
 

Literature, the arts, history, social issues, political science, economics, science and 
the study of technology all complement one another.  As an example, when our 
students study Africa in world history, they will read African folk tales in world 
literature, create African masks in art, learn Swahili songs in music, make 
hieroglyphic calendars in math, as well as study African animals in zoology. 
 

Our mathematics curriculum follows a European model of unified mathematics 
through which students are introduced to concepts in algebra, geometry, 
mathematical logic, and statistics from the early years of their education, rather 
than waiting until high school, as is normal in the United States. 
 

The same is true in our science curriculum, weaving principles of physics, 
chemistry, the earth sciences, botany, and zoology together from the preschool 
years and up, with far greater emphasis on the sciences in general than is common 
in most American elementary curriculums. 
 

Hudson acknowledges that Professional Development is a crucial part of 
maintaining a higher level of education and quality of care.  Hudson teachers are 
expected to and are encouraged to be lifelong learners.  Each teacher has their 
own professional growth plan to help track their professional development. 
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TYPICAL CLASS SIZE 
 

Our Montessori Elementary classrooms are made up of approximately twenty-four 
children ages six to nine (Lower Elementary) and ages nine to fourteen (Upper 
Elementary- Middle School) taught by at least one certified Montessori Teacher 
and an Assistant Teacher.  We prefer co-teacher teams such that both teachers 
are Montessori certified.  Although we believe this is a better model for Montessori 
education, it is not essential, not guaranteed and is not typical of Montessori 
schools on the whole.   
 

Our Montessori Primary classes are made up of approximately twenty-two to 
twenty-four children, three to six years old taught by a certified Montessori Teacher 
and an Assistant Teachers. 
 

There are approximately 12 children in our Toddler Community appropriate 
number of Teacher’s Aides.  Ratio is approximately 1:5 children in Toddlers.   
 

All class placements are determined by the child’s social, emotional and academic 
readiness rather than chronological age. 
 

THE PURPOSE & BENEFIT OF MULTI-AGE CLASSES 
 

Montessori classes encompass a three-year age span. Students not only learn 
“with” each other, but “from” each other.  Younger students benefit from the daily 
stimulation of older role models who they desire to emulate.  Older students benefit 
from enhanced self-esteem and the development of leadership skills while testing 
the depth of their own knowledge. 
 

Some parents worry that having younger children in the same class as older ones 
will leave someone shortchanged.   However, the concept for the multi-age 
groupings was actually modeled after the family.  In most families, the children are 
of different ages and yet none of them are shortchanged.  In fact, Montessori 
educated children typically work at a grade level that is one to two years ahead of 
children trained in traditional school settings. 
 

Academics aside, the multi-age classroom offers one emotional benefit not 
available in the family setting.  Because in the Montessori classroom each child 
has an opportunity to be the youngest, the middle and the oldest, he/she thereby 
acquires the positive character traits of each “position.”  The benefit to younger 
children in a class comes from the desire to imitate older more competent child 
role models.  The benefit of being an older child comes from the responsibility each 
older child has for various rotating leadership roles required of the oldest students.  
Much research has been done on the impact of birth order and numerous studies 
demonstrate that the leaders tend to be oldest children.  
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 (It is worth noting that seventy percent of US Presidents were oldest children.)  
Thus, the three-year cycle provides a unique environment to teach all children how 
to be leaders. 
 

The multiage grouping also allows gifted children the stimulation of older 
intellectual peers while at the same time allowing normal social/emotional/physical 
development with same age peers.   
 

Working in one class for three years also allows students to develop a strong sense 
of community with their classmates and teachers.  In our classrooms, two thirds of 
the children typically return each year.  Since the teacher knows most of the 
children and their parents, they only need to get to know about a few new 
children/families each year.  Conversely, the returning children know the teacher, 
classroom rules and classroom culture and the older children begin practicing 
leadership by helping the new students adjust to the classroom environment.  By 
virtually eliminating the learning curve at the start of the year, learning begins from 
day one, making multiage classrooms significantly more efficient for 
teaching/learning. 
 

MONTESSORI MATERIALS – A ROAD FROM THE 

CONCRETE TO THE ABSTRACT 
 

Dr. Montessori noted that children learn most readily from concrete experience and 
direct interaction with people and things in their environment.  This led Montessori 
to develop concrete learning tools, which have become known as “Montessori 
Materials”.  We hope you attend our parent education presentation called; “The 
Journey” which is an overview of the Journey a child takes from the Toddler 
program through Middle School.  Throughout the Journey you will experience, first 
hand, how the materials promote understanding of concepts that most of us who 
attended traditional education schools had to learn by rote.  
 

 CULTIVATING INTELLECTUAL THOUGHT & GROWTH 
 

The most important years in our children’s education are the early years.  This is 
when they develop their character, values, self-image, and appreciation for culture 
and art.  It is also the time the intellectual foundation is laid to support the lifetime 
of education our children will need to succeed and to stay successful. 
 
In our world of rapid change and discovery, we cannot imagine what our children will 
need to know to succeed.   Success will depend on their ability to acquire appropriate 
knowledge in a world where information is created and disseminated at an 
accelerating pace.  Montessori education prepares the student to be a successful, 
confident life-long learner.  
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Montessori Goals: 
1. To promote the growth of a positive self-image in each child, which is 

essential to the development of a person’s full potential. 
2. To create an awareness of one’s own feelings and a sensitivity to the 

feelings of others. 
3. To encourage the pleasure, self-discipline and independence inherent in 

learning. 
4. To ensure the mastery of the basic skills in order to pursue knowledge. 
5. To teach physical coordination and control. 

 
Research 

 Montessori children are rated significantly superior on interest in learning, 
independence, interpersonal relationships, leadership and learning ability.  

 Montessori programs are rated as the most effective in producing long-term 
school success. 

 Montessori children continue to maintain statistically higher levels in 
literature and math. 

 The Montessori Method performs better than other programs studied in the 
development of attention strategies, general intelligence, achievement in 
academic areas, and especially in maintaining these skills. 

Research cited from John Chattin-McNichols, Ph.D, The Montessori 
Controversy, Chapter 14, “The Effects of Montessori School Experience”, 
Delmar Publishers, Inc., Albany, New York 1992 

    
     The Child’s Work 

 
Play is the young child’s work. The object of his effort is the creation of the adult 
he or she will become. The child shows clearly an inner need to learn to know 
himself and his world. He wants very much to develop his intelligence, 
impressions of the world, to become independent and responsible. 

 

The Montessori Prepared Environment 

The classroom is prepared to help the children accomplish their goals in their own 
manner, whether we call it work or play. Gradually the children reveal qualities for 
which they are not usually given credit, such as intense concentration and a 
surprising attention span; exactness and precise movement; a sense of order; 
maximum effort by even the very little ones; self-discipline and respect for others; 
kindness; and an obvious joy in “work”. 

Each classroom is a prepared environment designed to support the child’s need 
for purposeful activity. It is a children’s house: the furniture is easily moved, 
pictures are hung at the child’s eye level, plants are easily watered by children. 
The sink is not a toy, but a real, child sized sink. There are many carefully 
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designed materials to meet the child’s natural interest. The atmosphere is 
positive, supportive and non-competitive. 

Part of the prepared environment is the teacher, who serves as a link between 
the children and the environment. Older children help with younger ones, just as 
they would in a big family and in so doing reinforce what they have already learned 
and strengthen their own integrity and responsibility. The younger ones in turn 
benefit because children do learn best from their peers. There is much 
spontaneous sharing among the children 

SUMMARY OF SECONDARY PROGRAM: 

The secondary design is an integration of the current research in human 
development, the trends and issues in education, and the Montessori philosophy. 
The mission of the program is to prove opportunities for adolescents to be self-
confident and gain self-knowledge, to belong to a community, to learn to be adapted, 
to be academically competent and challenged, and to create a vision for their 
personal future; thus, to empower early adolescents. 

The Adolescent is 

 an active, self-directed learner 

 a vital member of the class, school, city, and global community 

 a vital member of teacher-student-parent team 

 responsible for keeping commitments, being honest and respectful 
 
The Teachers are 

 facilitators for learning 

 consultants for the students 

 creators of a positive climate for learning 

 communicators with parents and community 

 role models 
 
The School Structure Offers 

 a learner-centered environment 

 a developmentally-responsive curriculum and teaching team of a Montessori 
teacher, State certified teacher with additional adults as resources 

 parents-teacher-students partnerships 

 multi-aged groupings of 12-14 year olds 

 large block of uninterrupted learning time 

 peer and cross-age teaching 
 
The Curriculum and Instruction Included 

 trans-disciplinary themes 

 learning how to learn strategies 

 personal learning plans 

 mastery, coaching, and exploratory activities 
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 long term cooperative learning projects 

 a strong sense of community and social interaction with peers 

 meaningful and challenging work 

 activities for self-expression, self-knowledge, and self-assessment 

 activities that value all nine intelligences and variety of learning styles 

 activities to foster interdependence 

 activities for learning economic independence 

 school and community service projects  
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Section 32 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

The administrative office handles the School’s overall business affairs, 
correspondence, and telephone calls.  Please call with any questions or concerns you 
may have. 

Formal office hours are from 7:30am – 6:00pm, Monday through Friday.   

Telephone: (914) 636-6202   

Facsimile:  (914) 636-5139   

E-mail:  Administrative issues contact the Business Administrator -   

  mrs.tufo@hudsoncountry.org 

 Educational issues contact the Director of Education -       

  mrs.mcculler@hudsoncountry.org     

Web Site: www.hudsoncountry.org 

SNOW DAYS/EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS 
 
The Education Director will e-mail you by 6:30 a.m. if school is closing for the day.  
In addition, there are several ways you can access this information: 

o Internet: www.hudsoncountry.org 
o Television: CBS Channel 2, ABC Channel 7, NBC Channel    

Channel 12 Westchester or Channel 12 the Bronx 
CABLEVISIN 

o School phone: A message will be on our answering machine as well. 
 

SNOW DAYS/EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS 
 

An email blast will be sent with information about school closings, delays and early 
dismissal. The Internet is usually the best source of information to access immediate 
information, go to: 

www.hudsoncountry.org   A banner at the top of the home page will be updated by 
6:30am  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mrs.tufo@hudsoncountry.o
mailto:mrs.mcculler@hudsoncountry.org
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PROFESSIONAL DAYS 
 

As the School continues to develop its curriculum and educational program, our 
teachers will spend several days each year in professional workshops and seminars.  
These professional days represent an essential investment in the teacher’s continuing 
education.  Whenever one teacher in a class is away from school for a Professional 
Day, the other teacher(s) will stay in school to manage the class with a substitute 
teacher. 

 

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT 

 
The School is founded on a partnership between the students, parents, faculty and 
administration that work together as a community.  Families are encouraged to get 
involved with school activities and to participate in at least one of the many parent 
committees. 
 

If joining a warm and welcoming community is not reason enough for you to get 
involved in school events, you should know that there is a growing body of research 
that correlates student success in school with parental involvement.  That said; we 
hope to see you at many parent events! 
 

SCHOOL SESSIONS (summer hours are slightly different) 
 
Early Session      7:30 a.m. –  8:30 a.m. 
Toddlers half day  a.m.     9:00 a.m.   –   12:00 p.m. 
Toddlers full day     9:00 a.m.  –  3:00 p.m. 
Primary half day a.m.   8:45 a.m. -  11:45 a.m.  
Primary half day p.m.   12:45 p.m. -  3:15 p.m. 
Primary full day    8:45 a.m. -  3:15 p.m. 
Late Session I Toddlers/Primary 3:30 p.m. –   4:30 p.m. 
Late Session II  Toddlers/Primary 4:30 p.m. –  6:00 p.m. 
Elementary/Middle School   8:00 a.m.  -  2:30 p.m. 
Late Session I    2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Late Session II    3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Late Session III    4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
   

 

EXTENDED SESSION 

 
Early Session - An early session breakfast is available from:  
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Primary Students 
7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. Elementary/Middle School 
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Supervised Lunch (Toddlers and Primary) - Supervised Lunch is available from 
11:45 am to 12:30 pm in the individual classrooms. Requests for supervised lunch 
must be made through the office. 
 
Lunch Program- A catered lunch is available through “Smart Lunches” 
www.smartlunches.com. Smart Lunches provide a number of daily lunch choices 
each day, including a vegetarian option.  They provide family flexibility allowing you 
to order only on the day you like. If your child only attends two or three days per 
week, catered lunch is now an option for them. You also aren’t obligated to order on 
days when you have planned vacation time scheduled. Only pay for what you 
order.  
 
Pizza Friday – You can make arrangements for Pizza Friday for the entire school 
year.  Requests must be made through the office. 
 
Late Session- Late session is available from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm or till 6:00 pm for 
all students. 
 
Year Round Program- To accommodate working parents, Hudson offers a year 
round program which combines early session, late session, school year, summer 
and vacation programs at a discounted rate for all students. 
 
Vacation Program- Hudson offers a vacation program during most school year 
breaks. 
 
HEP/Hudson Enrichment Program – A list of activities is distributed to all 
students two years of age and older at the beginning of each semester.  Parents 
can enroll their children for these activities (i.e. art, cooking, science, gymnastics, 
dance, karate, sewing, and etc.) which are held at 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
(Toddler/Primary), 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. (Elementary and Middle School). All programs 
are spirited, but non-competitive, while encouraging the development of close 
friendships, self-discipline and good sportsmanship. Positive family values and 
good manners are instilled through daily interactions with peers and teachers.   
Please refer to your HEP package for details.  

  

CONFERENCES, EVALUATIONS AND REPORTS 
 

Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled during the late fall, (all grade levels) and 
early spring (Elementary and Middle School only) 

Progress reports will be distributed for all students in December, March and June. 

A meeting with the Head teacher can be arranged any time that you have a concern 
or question. Please feel free to call the school to set up an appointment. Also, please 
let us know of any changes in your home situation that might affect your child in school. 

http://www.smartlunches.com/
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STANDARDIZED TESTING 

 
Working closely with your children on individualized learning plans is normal 
in the Montessori classroom.  We do not need a test to tell us how your child 
is progressing.  However, standardized testing is a tool that helps us ensure 
that our own evolving curriculum remains richer than the traditional school 
curriculum across all academic areas. 
 
The School administers the MAP student assessment from Kindergarten to 
Grade 5. MAP is a computer based assessment tool that is used approximately 
3 times per year to measure student progress through the curriculum.   The 
curriculum test questions were designed by Professors at Columbia Teachers 
College and the software was designed at MIT.  The algorithms change the 
test questions for each student depending on his/her answers in order to 
assess exactly what a student does and does not understand about each 
subject.  Since no two children will take the same test, these tests can not be 
normed.  However, the assessment does provide useful insight into your 
child’s developing skills with a comprehensive parent report that you will 
receive.   
 
Middle School students take the Educational Record Bureau (ERB), the 
Comprehensive Testing Program (CTP) in the late spring. The ERB online 
testing is a rigorous assessment for high achieving students in areas such 
as reading, listening, vocabulary, writing, mathematics, verbal, 
and quantitative reasoning.   ERB’s assessments provide a powerful, objective 
lens that allow our school to look deeply at the current skills of their students. 
ERB also provides admission assessments that help 8th graders when 
applying to high schools.  

  
Individual test results are strictly confidential and we will share your child’s results 
with you at a conference or through the mail.  The results will also become part of 
your child’s school records that are only released with your written consent. The 
school may publish average or aggregated results for the various age groups 
 

NOTICES AND CLASSROOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Notices will be sent either by e-mail, newsletter, notices placed in your child’s 
backpack (Toddlers and Primary), Blue Folder (Elementary) or in their binder 
(Middle School) for contact with parents; Please pay close attention to these 
correspondences.  This is how you, the parent, are notified of events such as field 
trips and other class and school activities. Often these communications need to be 
responded to by a certain date.  

 



 17 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES/INTERRUPTIONS 
 
Vacations planned during the school year will interrupt the continuity of your child’s 
education. We encourage you to plan vacation according to the Hudson Country 
Montessori School vacation calendar. 
Maintaining a consistent daily routine will help your child develop his/her physical 
and intellectual abilities to the fullest. If, however, a circumstance should arise 
whereby you need to extend your child’s day (i.e., AM child to remain at school for 
the PM session), you may make arrangements through the office to reserve the 
space.  In most circumstances, we are able to accommodate the need to stay 
longer on a day the child is already scheduled.  Charges for extra services are billed 
on a monthly basis. 

Students enrolled in two (2), or three (3) day programs must maintain the same 
schedule every week.  There will be no substitution of days due to holidays, family 
vacation, other family situations or medical conditions that may cause a child to be 
absent from any of the School’s programs 
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Section 4 

PREPARING FOR SCHOOL 

CLASS PARENT 
 

Each classroom has a “Class Parent” who has agreed to help orient new parents.  
Perhaps you have already called this parent for a reference; perhaps you will never 
feel the need to call him/her.  In any case, if you have a question, “Class Parents” are 
prepared to assist you.  If you do not have the name and telephone number of your 
class parent, ask one of your child’s teachers. If you are interested in becoming a 
class parent, please call the front office. 
 

VISITING DAY FOR NEW STUDENTS 
 

All new students attend an orientation session on the Friday before classes begin 
for the new school year.  This orientation is specifically designed to assist new 
students with the transition to a new classroom.  Children have the opportunity to 
meet their teachers and some of the children who will be their friends during the 
coming year.  They also learn some basic classroom protocol. 
 

MEET THE TEACHER DAY/TODDLER 

PRIMARY/ELEMENTARY ORIENTATION 

 

During the first week of school, an evening is set aside for the parent orientations.  
The Head Teacher will address the parents as a group to review the room layout, 
identify key pieces of equipment the children are using and to present his/her 
personal class goals for the year.   Teachers will also give you the Montessori 
vocabulary so that you can have meaningful conversations about school with your 
children.  If you have two children, it is strongly suggested that each parent visit a 
different classroom and that you share notes later that day. 

SEPARATION 
 

There is no formula for easy parting. Some children do it better than others. Some 
children do it earlier than others. For a very few, it is very hard and, for them, it usually 
takes a little longer.  If parting is difficult for you or your child, please let us help you.  
There are many tried and true strategies, and, together we can select one that feels 
most comfortable to you. 



 19 

 

 

PREPARATION FOR SCHOOL 
 

 Have a positive attitude. Your child will quickly pick up on any negative feelings 
you may have. 

 Prepare yourself to leave your child. Trust the person your child will be with. 

 Inform your child of where you are going, what you will be doing, and most 
importantly, that you will return to pick him/her up at dismissal time. 

 A reassurance such as, “I will be back”, that can be practiced ahead of time 
with a sitter or a friend, can help your child better understand. 

 Upon returning, a comment such as, “I am back. I am so happy to see you.” 
– indicates that your child has been missed by you, as much as you have 
been missed by your child. “I want to hear all about your day and how 
wonderful it was,” tells your child your thoughts have been of him/her. 

ONCE AT SCHOOL 
 

 Greet your child’s teacher, then say goodbye cheerfully and depart. 

 It is best to let your child watch for a while and assess the group situation. Our 
teachers will allow each child time and space to settle in. 

 Our teachers give your children a chance to initiate action before offering 
direction. Remember, some children need longer to adjust than others. 

 If the tears flow and your child is unhappy, a teacher will comfort your child 
with reassurances that you will return. Distraction, with a piece of classroom 
material or activity, may be attempted. 

 It will be the teacher’s initial goal to help your child understand that one of the 
most important factors in coming to school is to be happy. 

 

SAYING GOODBYE 
 

 Be positive! Show your child your confidence with a warm smile, kiss and hug.  
Just saying “I love you! Have a great day!” tells your child that you want 
him/her to be happy. 

 Remember: our teachers will not compete with the parents for a child’s 
affection. They will support you as the most important person in your child’s 
life. 

 Feelings of guilt or sadness about leaving your child will result in similar 
feelings in your child. Your expressions of happiness and excitement for 
him/her will ensure your child’s enjoyment of every minute at school. 
Remember: the process of education will only begin when your child feels 
happy and secure. 

 All lingering trepidation will quickly vanish when, upon your return, your child 
jumps into your arms, eager to share his/her happy experience. 
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 Remember, you are always welcome to come and see what is going on in the 
classroom. Stop by the office first; someone there can help you see without 
being seen and without causing a disruption in your child’s day. 

 

SCHOOL PICTURES 
 

School pictures are taken in the fall and are expected to be ready in time for the 
Holidays.  Siblings can be photographed separately and/or together.  Please 
make every attempt for your child to be present on scheduled picture days, as 
these photos are used in school yearbooks. Please note we cannot retake class 
photos. 
 

ENROLLMENT FORMS 
 

No child can be admitted to school unless all the required forms are filled out and on 
file with the office.  Sometimes the Health Form from your doctor gets stuck in a pile 
in his/her office and we never receive it.  If we are missing a form, we will contact you.  

CALENDAR 
 

The school calendar is available on the school website. Please download and keep 
it handy; refer to it for holidays and special school events. 

 

 

 

 

4 
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Section 52 

SCHOOL POLICIES 

PUNCTUALITY 
 

It is essential that you drop off and pick up your child according to the school day 
schedule. Early pick up and tardiness disrupts the classroom and affects all members 
of the class. Children arriving after scheduled drop off times must go to the school 
office for a tardy slip.  

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 

 
Please drive slowly and carefully when coming into school parking lots- one must be 
prepared for anything. Please do not forget there may be children outside. 
 
The teachers are available to greet you and your child and take them from cars as 
quickly, efficiently and safely as possible. Drop off time is from 7:45 to 8:00 (Middle 
School and Elementary) 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. (Toddlers and Primary).  
Being on time at the beginning and the end of the day is essential to your 
child’s success and comfort. If you are late, your child will be brought to his/her 
classroom by an office staff person. Montessori requires a two-hour cycle of 
concentration and work.  Interruptions seriously influence the rest of the class. If you 
need to speak to someone, check in the office after dropping off your child. 

 

VISITATION 
 

You are welcome to drop-in to see your child whenever you wish.  However, it is natural 
for a young child to want to go home once they see their parent.  Therefore, if you do 
not plan to take your child home after your visit, please come by the office and 
someone will help you see your child without being seen.  That will eliminate 
unnecessary tears.   

Parents are invited to observe their child in their classroom any time by scheduling an 
appointment.  There is a specific protocol for observations that will minimize your 
“presence” so that you can get the best understanding of daily life in the Montessori 
classroom.  Please remember that an observation does not include a teacher 
conference unless you specifically schedule a conference in conjunction with the 
observation. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

 
Private bus transportation information is available.  Contact our office (914) 636-6202 
for details. 

Parents of children entering kindergarten or elementary should contact their local 
board of education before April 1st to determine if transportation is available to 
Hudson through their local school district for the next school year. 

FORCE MAJEURE (unforeseeable circumstances) 
 

In the event that the School, for any length of time, as a result of a casualty or other 
force majeure event, shall postpone classes for the academic year or disrupt 
instruction during the academic year, there will be no refunds of tuition for the time.  By 
signing the tuition and enrollment agreement, parents acknowledge the policy and 
regardless of any such postponement, cancellation or disruption, agree to pay tuition 
according to their Tuition and Enrollment Agreement(s). 

DISCRIMINATION 
 

In keeping with Montessori philosophy, Hudson Country Montessori School 
encourages diversity among the students and staff.  We celebrate each person’s 
unique individuality in many ways.  The School does not discriminate in employment 
or admissions on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age or disability 
(when reasonable accommodation for the disability can be made). 

PICK-UP AUTHORIZATION 
 

The individuals you identified on the Release Authorization Form are the only 
individuals authorized to take your child home from school each day. 

If anyone, other than an authorized individual, is to pick up your child, it is mandatory 
that the parents provide prior notice in writing to the office. We must have written and 
dated notes for any changes in authorization. Children will not be released to an 
unauthorized person.  Any authorized pick-up person must present a photo ID/License 
upon arrival before a child will be allowed to leave with him/her. 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL 
 

If you arrive earlier or pick up later than your child’s schedule, you will be charged for 
the additional service.  There are also additional charges for late session late pick up.   
Late session students picked up after 6:00pm will be charged $1.00 per minute 
beginning 5 minutes after the scheduled pick up time. 
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EARLY ARRIVAL/LATE PICK-UP: Part 1 
 

If a child is enrolled in a session that ends before 6:00 p.m. and the child is not picked 
up within 15 minutes of the end of that session, the child will join the subsequent 
session (afternoon or late session), and the parents will be billed at the rate of $1 per 
minute until the child is picked up.   

The School opens at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 6:00 p.m. (Monday through Friday except 
holidays).  If a child is not picked up by 6:15 p.m. and we are unable to reach the 
parents or the release contacts, the emergency contacts may be called.  The child will 
be held at the School until contact is made.  If contact is not made by 8:00 p.m. (or 
within two (2) hours of an earlier closing), the police will be notified. 

LATE DROP-OFF/EARLY PICK-UP: Part 2 
 

The academic portion of the school program runs Toddlers and Kindergarten from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Elementary and Middle School 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. If you do 
not drop-off or pick-up your child during those hours, you will cause a disruption in the 
classroom.  Please plan to drop-off and pick-up on time, if there is an emergency and 
you need to pick-up/drop-off your child during class, kindly call the office so 
arrangements can be made.  

The State regulates attendance of students in grades Kindergarten and up.  If your 
child is late for school, it will be reported as a “tardy” and your child will need to obtain 
a tardy slip at the front office prior to entering the classroom. A student who is tardy 
five times will receive a warning slip.  Continued late attendance will prompt a meeting 
with the teacher. The School is required to report to the State when a student is tardy 
more than 25 times in a school year. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

There are approximately 180 school days in the academic year.  For school age 
children, attendance is taken daily and becomes part of the child’s official school 
record.  The State of New York classifies a child with 24 absences as “chronically 
truant”.  Any student who has four unexcused absences from school in any one month 
or ten unexcused absences from school in any school year is “Truant”.  Children will 
be excused from school when the parent provides a written note describing the 
following reasons for absence: personal injury or illness, death in the family, religious 
observance, family emergency, and court appearances. If your child misses an 
excessive number of school days because of circumstances beyond your control, the 
State of New York requires that you make arrangements to maintain the same level of 
academic achievement as if he/she had attended school.  If your Kindergarten or 
Elementary/Middle School student will be absent from school, you must inform the 
office.  If your younger child will be absent from school, we encourage you to call the 
office so we can inform your child’s teacher. 
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DRESS CODE for ALL STUDENTS 

 
In the Montessori tradition, our children are encouraged to be independent. it is 
important that all indoor and outdoor clothing be chosen with this goal in mind. 
Please reinforce independence in dressing at home. Have the children dress in 
clothing they can manage on their own. Be sure shoes have non-slip soles that are 
safe for running, climbing etc.  Girls should wear pants for outdoor play.  They are 
safer than skirts/dresses. 

We recommend: 

 All clothing be labeled with your child’s name. 

 During winter months, each child should have boots, snow pants, a hat and 
mittens/gloves.  If your child wears shoe boots that fit directly over socks, they will 
need shoes/slippers that are kept at school.  (Note: for safety, all hood and waist 
cords should be removed from coats and jackets.) 

 Replacement clothing should be sent to school on the day after soiled/wet clothes 
are sent home. 

 

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL DRESS CODE 

Our parents favored the dress code because it eliminates peer pressure to conform 
to styles that are inappropriate for young children.  And, parents do not have to debate 
fashion issues.   As a bonus, the dress code will also save money because traditional 
clothing is less expensive than trendy clothing. 

The benefits also extend to your child’s academic and character education.  Pre-
adolescent and adolescent children are following a natural tendency to follow the 
“herd”.  Yet, within that tendency is a desire to define themselves as individuals.  
The use of pop culture clothing facilitates the process of self-definition along the 
lines of materialism, consumerism and stylishness/ “coolness”.   This type of easy 
self-definition is divisive, but worse, children become defined by their parent’s 
clothing purchases over which they have limited or no control.  By eliminating 
clothing as a self-defining dimension, children do not have to battle with their 
parents over their clothing “style” and thereby have the freedom to discover who 
they really are – and how they want to be perceived by their peers based on factors 
that are completely under their control (character, cleanliness, academic 
achievement, kindness, physical ability and artistic ability).  Thus the dress code 
supports our efforts to promote/teach positive character values, collaboration, 
citizenship and cooperation in the classroom. 
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The Elementary Level 
 

 Shirts must have a collar and be navy colored in polo or oxford styles. 

 Pants/skirts/skorts/shorts are to be khaki colored in traditional chino, twill. Girls 
must wear navy tights with skirts. 

 Shoes must be black (sneakers for outside play). 
 

The Middle School Level 
 
Girls Dress Code: 

 Gray skirt or gray pants  
 White shirt    

 Navy vest   

 Navy blazer  
 Black shoes  

 Navy tights  
 
Boys Dress Code 

 Gray pants  

 White button down shirt  

 Red and navy tie  

 Navy vest  

 Navy blazer  

 Black shoes  

 Navy socks   
 
Physical education uniform:  
Solid navy sweat pants  
Navy t-shirt 
Sneakers 

 
If an Elementary/Middle School child comes to school more than twice in clothes that 
do not fit into the above description, they will be asked to leave school and change.  
The third time a child comes to school who is out of compliance with the dress code, 
the parents will be asked to meet with the Education Director or the child will be 
suspended from school until compliance with the code can be achieved. 
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Examples of appropriate clothing can be found at www.landsend.com under 
“School Uniforms”. 

 Visible body piercing is restricted to ears (unless culturally significant).  Earrings 
should not dangle or cause risk of being pulled or caught during daily activity 
including physical education. 

 Visible tattoos are not permitted. 

 Hair must be a natural hair color. 

 Visible cosmetics (face powder, eye make-up, lipstick etc.) are not permitted.   

 Cell phones are not allowed in school.  If a phone call home is needed by a 
student, they may use the office phones.  Cell phones are allowed on off 
campus field trips for the Elementary/Middle School levels. The 
Elementary/Middle school students need to handover their cell phone to the 
class teacher at their arrival and pick them at 2:30. 

 

Children who attend the Vacation Program do not have to follow the dress code.  

TODDLERS 
 

Toddlers need a supply of disposable diapers if they are not yet toilet trained. When 
we send home soiled clothing, please send in a replacement the next day. Also, 
send in lots of extra training pants for newly trained children. Full day toddlers can 
bring in a thin blanket. 
 

Toddler Behavior 
 

In the toddler program it is developmentally appropriate for behaviors such as biting, 
pushing, hitting, etc., however, the School does not take these behaviors lightly.  These 
unwanted behaviors can become habitual and wide spread very quickly if they are not 
addressed immediately.   

The teachers address unwanted behavior(s) with the children immediately and an 
incident report is sent home to the parents of both students and the Infant/Toddler 
Coordinator at the end of the day.  If there are multiple incidents in a short period of 
time, the teachers and/or the Coordinator will meet with the family of the child to devise 
strategies to eliminate the unwanted behavior(s).  If the behavior(s) do not stop, the 
Coordinator may recommend professional intervention or suspension from school until 
the behavior(s) stop.    

DISCIPLINE 
 

Montessori introduces children to the joy of learning at an early age and provides a 
framework in which intellectual and social discipline goes hand in hand. At Hudson, 
our long term goal for the children is to attain a discipline that comes from within the 
child; from their own understanding of a situation; their own growing ability to express 
their feelings – not from the authority of the adult. This is achieved in an environment 

http://www.landsend.com/
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of respect for all children. In this environment, the child will respect the rights of others 
and develop control from within. Clear limits and classroom rules set at the beginning 
of the year will be reinforced consistently. 

Children usually experience school as a safe place where they can be themselves and 
express their feelings. Therefore, our approach is based on empowerment, mutual 
respect and trust. Neither corporal punishment nor physical or emotional intimidation 
is allowed at Hudson.  Although we may ask a child to take some time to compose 
him/her or to reflect on an incident he/she was involved in, we don’t believe in “time 
out” in the classic punitive sense.  If it is necessary to ask a child to remove him/herself 
from an activity, most times the child will be allowed to decide when they are ready to 
rejoin the group. 

If a student has developmentally inappropriate behavioral issues, the teacher will 
consult with the Level Coordinator, Educational Director or Head of School.  If the 
behavioral issues cannot be resolved internally, the parent(s) will be asked to come to 
school for a conference to discuss strategies to change/eliminate the behavior(s).  In 
some cases, the school may request the assistance of a psychologist. 

The following chart defines the school’s response to unacceptable behaviors. 

Discipline for Specific Incidents 
Behavior 

Insubordination   

1st Intervention 

Parent notification  

2nd Intervention 

Professional Intervention  

3rdIntervention  
Expulsion 

Behavior 
Racial or other Discriminatory Slurs 
 1st Intervention 

Parent notification or immediate suspension 

2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hours suspension or disenrollment  
3rdIntervention  
Expulsion or disenrollment 

Behavior 

Obscene, Vulgar, Abusive, Inflammatory & Threatening Language/Gestures 
toward oneself or other student 

1st Intervention 
Parent notification or immediate suspension  
2nd Intervention 

Professional intervention or disenrollment  
3rdIntervention 
Expulsion 
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Behavior 

Obscene, Vulgar, Abusive, Inflammatory & Threatening Language/Gestures 
toward teacher 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification or immediate suspension  
2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hour suspension/or disenrollment  
3rdIntervention  
Expulsion or disenrollment  

Behavior 

Intentionally striking/hurting oneself, other students or teacher 
1st Intervention 

Parent meeting with teacher and follow-up with student.   
Recommend professional counseling. 
Student may be asked to leave school property. 
2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hours suspension followed by professional counseling 
process and a mandatory meeting between parents and school 
or disenrollment  
3rdIntervention  
Expulsion or disenrollment  

Behavior 
Theft or Possession of Stolen Goods 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hour suspension/or disenrollment  
 3rdIntervention 

Expulsion 

Behavior 

Vandalism 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Professional Counseling 

Expulsion 

Behavior 

Intentional Bullying 
1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hour suspension or expulsion   
3rdIntervention  
Expulsion 
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Behavior 

Criminal Mischief 
1st Intervention 

Parent notification/expulsion 

Behavior 

Disruption of Educational Process 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Parent Pick-up for day 

   3rdIntervention 

Expulsion 
Behavior 

Unsuitable Attire 
1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hour suspension 

3rdIntervention  
Expulsion 

Behavior 

Leaving school without permission 

1st Intervention 

Immediate 24- hour suspension 

2nd Intervention 

Expulsion 

Behavior 

Fighting 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hour suspension 

3rdIntervention 
Expulsion 

Behavior 

Weapons/Facsimile or Fireworks possession 

1st Intervention 

Expulsion 

Behavior 
False Fire Alarm-Elementary age plus 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification 

2nd Intervention 

Immediate 24-hour suspension 

3rdIntervention  
Expulsion 
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Behavior 

Bomb Threat 
1st Intervention 

Expulsion 

Behavior  
Using, Selling, Possession of Controlled Substances, Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Paraphernalia 

1st Intervention 

Parent notification and Immediate 24-hour suspension or disenrollment, or  
expulsion 

Behavior 

Assault 
1st Intervention 

Immediate 24-hours suspension or disenrollment  
2nd Intervention 

Expulsion 

Behavior 

Sexual Harassment 
1st Intervention 

Parent Notification or disenrollment  
2nd Intervention 

Professional Intervention or disenrollment or Removal from School 
Behavior 

Preschool Biting, Hitting, Intentional Hurting, Spitting  
1st Intervention 

Teachers Parent notification or disenrollment  
2nd Intervention 

Professional Intervention 

3rd Intervention 

Expulsion 
 

DISENROLLMENT FROM SCHOOL 

The student and parent(s)/guardian(s) agree to accept the rules, policies, procedures, 
mission and other requirements of the School as noted in the Parent/Student 
Handbook and other school notices.  The School reserves the right to dismiss any 
student who does not meet the academic and/or behavioral standards of the School 
or whose family chooses not to meet the academic and/or behavioral standards of the 
School.  In the event the Student and/or Parent(s)/Guardian(s) does not meet the 
academic and/or behavioral standards of the School, the Head of School, Director or 
Education Director in his/her sole discretion, may discipline the Student or require the 
Student’s withdrawal.  The Parent(s)/Guardian(s) agree that any decision with regard 
to student discipline for violation of school rules, policies, mission and procedures shall 
be final and that any such decision does not relieve the Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of 
his/her/their tuition obligations. 
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Both the parents and the school have the right to terminate the Enrollment and Tuition 
agreement for any reason according to the procedures described in the Enrollment 
and Tuition agreement. 

PARENT BARRED FROM ENTERING SCHOOL 

Parent(s)/guardian(s) agree to accept the rules, policies, procedures, mission and 
other requirements of the School as noted in the Parent/Student Handbook, other 
school notices, the law and the rules of common courtesy.  The School reserves the 
right to exclude, from school activities and premises, family members who do not meet 
the behavioral standards of the school. 

LEARNING ISSUES AMONG YOUNGER CHILDREN 

Dr. Montessori observed that all children learn things in a very similar sequence but 
they do it at their own pace and in their own time.  When a teacher at Hudson observes 
a child who is developing more slowly in one or more areas enough to be of concern, 
the School will contact the parents to discuss the issue.  It is the School’s policy to be 
pro-active in identifying potential learning issues among young children because many 
learning issues that are remediated right away can be eliminated forever – before they 
become a problem.  Some would argue that our school is overly pro-active because 
students “outgrow” many issues by age ten.  While it is true that many children will 
outgrow their learning issues, we prefer to remediate the issue early so the child can 
focus on learning instead of struggling with their issue.   

PSYCHOTROPIC DRUGS 

School personnel do not recommend that a child use psychotropic drugs (e.g. Ritalin).   
They may recommend that a child be evaluated privately or through the public school 
system and they may, with parental consent, consult with medical practitioners who 
have evaluated the child.  Questions about this policy should be directed to the Director 
or Head of School. 

 

FIRE DRILLS 

The school is visited each year by the New Rochelle Fire Department for lessons on 
fire safety. 

Emergency building evacuations are conducted twice per month as required by the 
Fire Code.   In the winter, we are required to evacuate the building without our coats 
to reinforce the lesson that no fire alarm should ever be treated as a “drill” and that 
life is more important than comfort.  Although we try to pick the best weather day each 
month, it gets difficult in January and February.  However, by the time really cold 
weather comes, the children are quite proficient at evacuating and fire drills are 
relatively short. 
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LOCK DOWN DRILLS 

Lock Down drills are conducted twice a year.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

Our goal is to support the whole child -- academically, socially, physically and 
emotionally.  The most significant part of evaluating a child’s progress is personal 
communication between the parents and the School.  If at any time, you have a 
question or concern that needs to be voiced, please contact your child’s teacher or 
the Level Coordinator/Education Director 

Although many of our Assistant Teachers are Montessori trained, our Head/Co 
Teachers are responsible for the developmental timetable for each child.  Please try 
to communicate directly with your child’s Head/Co-Teacher whenever possible.   

HUDSON DOES REPORT SUSPECTED CHILD 

ABUSE/NEGLECT 
 

The School, as an organization, and each school employee, individually, is trained in 
the prevention and detection of child abuse/neglect and is required by the State of 
NY to report suspected abuse/neglect.  Staff is responsible to report if they “witness, 
or become aware of, abuse or neglect of a child enrolled in the facility”.  Failure to 
report suspected child abuse/neglect within 12 hours is punishable by revocation of 
the School’s license, accreditation, severe monetary fines and prison sentences to 
those individuals who knew, but did not report.  Staff who report abuse/neglect are 
protected by law from discrimination or retaliation for reporting.  School policy on 
reporting abuse/neglect complies with guidelines prepared by the New York State 
Office of Children and Family Services (OCFC). http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/ The OCFC 
hotline to report abuse is 1-800-342-3720. 

Definition of Abuse:  A child may be considered abused who has been (A) inflicted 
with physical injury or injuries other than by accidental means, (B) has injuries that 
are at variance with the history given of them, or (C) is in a condition that is the result 
of maltreatment, including, but not limited to, malnutrition, sexual molestation or 
exploitation, deprivation of necessities, emotional maltreatment or cruel punishment”. 

Definition of Neglect: A child is considered ‘neglected’ who, (A) has been abandoned, 
(B) is being denied proper care and attention, physically, educationally, emotionally 
or morally, or (C) is being permitted to live under conditions, circumstances or 
associations injurious to the well-being of the child. 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS 

All information regarding your child is considered privileged and confidential.  Except 
as otherwise required by law, information will not be released without parental 
consent. 

http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/
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CHANGES IN POLICY OR PROCEDURES 

All policies and procedures outlined in this handbook are subject to change without 
notice though 30 days’ notice is provided if practical.  When the School makes a 
change in policy or procedure, a notice will be emailed or will be sent a hard copy 
home to all registered families. 
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Section 62 

DAILY LIVING AT HUDSON  
 

CELEBRATIONS 

 
Celebrations are an important focus of all classes during the course of the school 
year. In keeping with the Montessori philosophy, we focus on what can be learned 
rather than the celebratory aspects of holidays.  Parents are invited to attend some 
of these celebrations: 

 
Parent Orientation/Get Acquainted Evening 
 
Parents and children are invited to visit with their teachers and to meet the other 
parents and children in the class.  Pizza is served.  It is always well attended and a 
great way to begin the year.  

 
International Festival 
 
In keeping with our geography and cultural studies programs, we invite parents to 
bring their most fantastic ethnic dish from their family background to share at the 
“International Buffet” each October. 
 

Thanksgiving Feast  
 
In commemorating this holiday, which celebrates the Pilgrims’ harvest of 1621, all the 

Elementary and Middle School students join together for this special feast.  Each 
Primary child wears something made in the classroom that identifies him/her as either 
a Pilgrim or Native American. They celebrate the feast in their own classrooms.  

 
Mother, Father and Grandparents or Special Guest Day 
 
You will be invited to the classroom to join the children for refreshments and to see 
the Montessori Class and a special activity just for you. 

 
Celebration of Lights 
 

Dr. Montessori believed with great passion that we could achieve world peace if we 
could instill in our children knowledge and respect for the different cultures of our 
worldly neighbors.   
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Each culture has an important holiday that usually involves light as a symbol.  During 
the month of December, Elementary and Middle School students celebrate the main 
holidays around the world; Christmas, Hanukkah, Diwali, and Ramadan. This event 
is an extraordinary celebration of diversity that unmasks the differences of all the 
labels we are known by.  And, in so doing, we recognize that we are all the same -- 
yet different.   
 

 
Martin Luther King’s Birthday 
 
During the month of January, we focus on the impact and importance of the civil rights 
movement in America with special recognition given to Dr. King’s leadership in the 
campaign for rights and equality for all people. 

 

African American History Month/Black History Month  
 
As a school, we have attracted a culturally/racially/religiously diverse population 
of families for whom diversity is important.  African-American History month which 
is usually celebrated in February was introduced in 1926 by Dr. Carter Woodson 
a prominent African-American Harvard graduate who was concerned that 
African-Americans were too often portrayed in inferior social positions.  He 
believed that young African Americans needed positive role models and 
developed the concept of Black History Month. We believe that all children need 
good role models and since we are a uniquely diverse community, we make a 
concerted effort to focus on the important accomplishments of role models from 
all races/cultures/religions/genders on an on-going basis.  We believe that 
singling out a particular race during a specific time period undermines our 
teaching that we should celebrate all of our cultural/racial/religious/gender 
differences while recognizing that all humans have the same basic needs.  As a 
result, African American History Month is not on our calendar. 
 

Presidents’ Day 
 
Our American history is celebrated through the lives of George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln. 
 

Christmas, Hanukkah, Oktoberfest, Diwali, Ramadan, Halloween 
Valentine’s Day, Passover, Easter, Chinese New Year, and St. 
Patrick’s Day  
 
The retelling of the stories of these holidays will be done with cultural activities and 
artistic projects.  The religious significance of these stories is minimized.  Please help 
us celebrate these holidays or other religious holidays that are important to your 
family by telling your teacher how you would like to participate. 
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Earth Day/Earth Week and Arbor Day 
 
This celebration of the coming of spring is intended to encourage awareness of each 

individual’s responsibility to the earth, nature and future generations. 

 

Middle School Graduation and Raising 6th 
 
The Middle School graduation will be held in the month of June at the Wykagyl 
Country Club to recognize our graduates, raising 6th graders, and Hudson alumni.  
 

Birthdays  

In the Montessori classroom we celebrate many things in an educational context, 
birthdays are no exception.  Birthday celebrations vary considerably by grade so it is 
best to ask your teacher how to prepare for your child’s birthday. 

The School does not allow entertainment type activities such as magicians, clowns 
and characters during school hours.  And, the School does not allow party hats, 
favors, tablecloths and other party paraphernalia at celebrations during school 
hours. 
 

Children with summer birthdays may make arrangements with the child’s teacher to 
celebrate their birthday during the last few weeks of school. 

 
Kindergarten BBQ 
 
Here at Hudson Country Montessori School to celebrate the end of the 
kindergarten school year we invite all the kindergarten students to come 
back to school at night for an end of the year barbecue. Not only do we 
have all the regular barbecue foods but when it begins to get dark we roast 
marshmallow, light a camp fire and sing all the favorite camp fire songs. 
This is a special evening and a favorite way for the teachers to say goodbye 
to their kindergarten children 
 
Lullaby Night 
 
Toddler's Lullaby Night is an event in which the toddlers return to school at 05:30 
pm on a scheduled date to sing songs that they have been learning throughout 
the school year. 
This event requires the toddlers to return to school dressed in their pajamas, and 
they can also carry their favorite stuff animals.  The parents and children enjoy 
singing, along with their teachers, popular children songs for about 20 
minutes.  At the end of this session, the children and their parents go to their 
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classrooms to enjoy listening to story time while having a special yummy treat of 
cookies and milk.  The duration of this event is about 50 to 60 minutes long ending 
by 06:30 pm in time for children's bedtime. 
 

Elementary Field Day 
 
Field Day at Hudson Country Montessori school is a celebration of a successful 
school year comprised of fun cooperative and competitive outdoor events and 
festivities. Children are assigned to mixed age group teams that they choose 
names and design banners for. Team competitions consist of fun traditional 
games such as the three-legged race and sack race, as well as humorous games 
such as the water balloon toss and the fire bucket brigade. While competitive, an 
emphasis is placed on having fun and encouraging and supporting teammates. 
A midday cookout and dance encourage good spirits. The day ends with the 
traditional tug-of-war between the students and teachers. The always 
outnumbered teachers give the students a joyful end to the competition when 
they inevitably lose their footing and are dragged back across the finish line.
  

 

CLASS PARENT 
 

Each classroom has one or more “Class Parent(s)” who serve multiple important 
functions in our school community.  First, class parents are a resource to prospective 
families and families that are new to our community or to the classroom.  The name, 
phone number and email address are available from your classroom teacher or the 
office.  Second, the Class Parents are a resource to their classroom teachers and 
support the teachers in a variety of ways.  Third, the Class Parent Team collectively 
coordinates a number of “special events” in the School.  
 

The first Wednesday of each month class parents meet with Education Director to 
discuss issues of importance to the Hudson community. We open the meeting with a 
brief state of the school message and then open the discussion to topics of interest to 
the group.  We welcome you to come with your ideas, your concerns or just to listen.   

GRANDPARENT / FRIEND VISITING DAY 

 
This family event invites grandparents (or special friends) to share a morning in 
the classroom with the students 

 

THE JOURNEY  

 
This is a special program designed to give parents a mini Montessori experience.  The 
program derives its name from the journey participants take from the simplicity of 
sensory experiences in the Toddler program to the complexity of advanced 
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mathematics in the Middle School classroom.  The event culminates with a discussion 
and refreshments.  The program is widely regarded as a very moving experience that 
helps parents understand why Montessori children are passionate and joyful scholars.  
Enrollment in the program is limited. This program is scheduled for the 2016-2017 year. 

 

PARENT EDUCATION NIGHTS   
Throughout the school year a variety of opportunities are offered to parents to learn 
about Child development, growth, and concerns.  These nights are organized with 
“professionals” in the fields of discussion.  The agenda is decided beforehand by the 
participants; therefore, the issues that are discussed are matters of importance to the 
members of the group.  We encourage all parents to attend these nights to strengthen 
the parent/school/child relationship/ partnership. 

 

LOWER ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR 

Lower Elementary students participate in the Annual Science Fair in spring. As 
part of their participation, students choose topics of interest. They perform 
experiments in class. Each experiment is accompanied by a written lab report 
that details the process, a hypothesis, and the outcome of the experiment. 
Students must back up the outcomes of their experiments with research. Often 
the results of the first experiment lead to unanswered questions that result in 
follow up experiments by the students. At the science fair, the students share 
their projects, in the form of Power point presentations, with their parents, the 
parents of the other students, and with the other elementary students.  
 

UPPER ELEMENTARY INVENTION CONVENTION 

The Invention Convention is an opportunity for children to think creatively and solve 
problems that exist in their own lives or that exist for others. By building an 
invention that solves a specific problem, it allows them to think in a way that they 
don't normally do, gives them a chance to make a difference in the world, and it 
demonstrates the endless possibilities of creating something.  

AN EXTRA CHANGE OF CLOTHES TO KEEP AT 

SCHOOL 
 

All students (regardless of age) should keep an extra change of clothing at school. 
Please include underwear, socks, pants/shorts, shirt, skirt and blouse or a dress. 
Please send these items in a small plastic bag with the child’s name printed on the 
outside. Even if your child no longer has “accidents”, he/she might get wet as a result 
of rain, snow, a spill during lunch/snack or during a science experiment.  Children feel 
better if they can change out of wet or soiled clothing. 
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CHILDREN’S POSSESSIONS 
 

All materials in the classroom are intended for the use of all the children. In addition, 
the children are encouraged to bring special items from home to share with their 
friends. This special sharing time allows for meaningful conversation.  It is our 
experience that children are most excited to share an item from nature, something 
they have made, a souvenir from a trip, or a family hobby. 

Toys, Phones, IPods, IPads, Tablets, Trading Cards, etc.., are to remain at home; 
except for the Chrome Books provided by the school to the Upper Elementary and 
the Middle School students. Chrome Books, Laptops are to be used for education 
purposes only. 
 

SCHOOL POSSESSIONS 
 

Please check the contents of your child’s pockets after school for unfamiliar objects. 
Objects unfamiliar to you may be the missing part to a game, puzzle or Montessori 
activity. Small pieces of Montessori activities are not only expensive to replace, but 
while a piece is being re-ordered, the actual lesson must be removed from the shelf 
until the replacement piece arrives. The loss of use of a particular activity because of 
a missing piece affects the learning that occurs in the classroom. 

LOST AND FOUND 
 

The children and teachers try to keep children’s belongings from becoming lost.  
However, sometimes items get mixed up with other children’s belongings and 
teachers cannot identify the owners.  Items that are labeled with the child’s name 
rarely get lost.  If you have lost an item that you would like to have back, please check 
our lost and found.  The lost and found items are given to a “child friendly” 
organization at the end of each season.  Please leave valuable items at home as the 
school is not responsible for lost or misplaced items. 

DIETARY & FOOD PROGRAM 
 

We emphasize the importance of balanced nutrition as the primary step to lifelong 
wellness. We will have two snacks per day (am and pm). The children learn to set 
their table, help serve, clean up after themselves and develop good table manners 
as part of their classroom routine. 
 
While microwaves are in each of the classrooms, these are used only to warm food 
for lunch not to cook it.  Please send your child into school with a microwave safe 
dish with food to be heated for no more than 10 seconds.  Frozen lunches are not 
accepted for any age level. 
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Several of our students have severe, anaphylactic reactions to peanuts.  As a result, 
we are an allergy aware school.  Please do not include nuts in your child’s lunch 
box/bag. 

If your child will not participate in the school’s lunch program, you must pack a bag 
lunch for your child.  This bag lunch should contain foods from the nutritionally 
balanced US Department of Agriculture (USDA) food plate.  

For the Toddler children who bring lunch from home, please cut all food (hotdog, 
hamburgers, pizza) no larger than ¼ inch, in order to avoid choking. 

Hudson Nutritional Food and Drink Guidelines 
 

Lunch Food  

 Balance your meal by using at least three of the following food groups: 
o Grains/starch: bread, pasta, rice, potatoes, crackers, etc.  
o Fruits/ veggies 
o Protein (meat, eggs, beans, fish, etc.)  
o Dairy products (cheese, milk, yogurt etc.) 

 
Guidelines for food and drink   

 60 grams of sugar is the limit (not including fresh fruit)  

 100% Juice, milk, and water are appropriate. 

 Limit 25 grams of sugar per day 

 Drink water only 
 

Packing Materials  

 Reusable containers 

 Fewer plastic bags 

 Reusable lunch boxes 
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Section 72 

HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 

HEALTH 

Children are given a routine visual health check each day upon arrival.  Any child who 
shows symptoms of being ill or infectious will not be admitted to School. 
 

ILLNESS/EXCLUSION FROM SCHOOL 

 

The school nurse has worked out the following policy in conjunction with the school 
Doctor, Dr. Adrienne Weiss-Harrison to minimize your child’s exposure to 
preventable contagious disease. 
 
One of the key elements in improving overall health is to ensure that the children who 
attend the program every day are healthy.  The tricky issue, of course, is trying to define 
“Healthy”.  Dr. Weiss Harrison feels that we need to be practical in defining “healthy” 
and that we consider the needs of working parents.  However, if children come to 
school with preventable contagious diseases, then collectively all the parents will lose 
more work time.  So, as always, we are looking for balance. 

The following criteria will be used to define “un-healthy”.  If a child has any two of 
the symptoms listed below, they are considered unable to attend school for 24 
hours after taking medication, and/or will be sent home unless they have a doctor’s 
note confirming that their symptoms are caused by non-contagious factors such 
as allergies.   
 

 Persistent cough 

 Vomited in past 24 hours 

 Temperature of 101f or greater 

 Rashes of uncertain etiology 

 Watery stool 

 Uncharacteristic irritability or lethargy 

 Persistent crying 

 Difficult breathing 

 Illness that prevents the child from being comfortable in the program 

 Purulent conjunctivitis, tuberculosis, impetigo, coxsackie, strep                                                                     
throat, scabies, head lice, pertussis, mumps, measles, hepatitis and other 
contagious diseases. 
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 Illness that results in a greater need for care than the staff can                                            
provide without compromising the health and safety of other children. 

 
 

EPIDEMICS 

Epidemics are more common in schools than other types of organizations because 
children are in frequent physical contact with one another.  Nevertheless, the rapid 
spread of a highly contagious health problem can be prevented or reduced by early 
detection and treatment.  In the event that a highly contagious health problem is 
identified in school (e.g. pink eye, head lice, chicken pox, etc.) All parents will be 
notified immediately. 

Once a highly contagious health problem is identified at school, the administration 
will immediately contact the Center for Disease Control at Montefiore Hospital and 
the New Rochelle Health Department for instructions on how to deal with the problem.  
This information will be passed along to you.  In the past we have been successful in 
preventing epidemics through a cooperative effort by the parents and staff.   

When and if needed, staff protect children and adults from exposure to high levels of 
air pollution from smog or heavy traffic by limiting outdoor and physical activity as a 
precaution during smog or other air pollution alerts. 

FIRST AID 

All parents are required to sign an Emergency Release form before their child is 
allowed to enter school.  Only first-aid treatment of a minor nature will be administered 
by the teachers who are certified in First Aid.  Parents will be notified of such minor 
accidents by means of an Incident Report. 
 

In case of a more serious accident at school, parents will be notified immediately after 
or while first aid is given.  If you cannot be reached, the emergency number you 
indicated will be called.  If that person is unavailable, staff members will call 911 to 
request ambulance transportation.  The staff person most familiar with your child 
will stay with him/her until you arrive. 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION 
 

The regulations related to the administration of medications/EPI Pen to children are 
very strict in the State of New York.  The State considers any product that is not a 
food to be a medication.  It does not matter whether a medication is a prescription 
(antibiotics) or over the counter (Children’s Tylenol). 

 

 Epi Pens may only be administered if the child’s parent and physician completes 
and signs a specific authorization form (provided to the School by the City School 
District of New Rochelle).  In addition, a completed Allergy Action Plan form must 
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be on file.  No other forms are acceptable.  These forms may be obtained from our 
school office. 

 The Epi Pen must be in its original container with the prescription label attached. 
The prescription label must have the child’s name, the name of the medication and 
the directions for the medication’s administration. 

 All forms for the administration of Epi Pens should be given to the School office 
where they will be kept in the Medical Log. 

 Although the School is not permitted to administer medication of any kind, a student 
is able to self-administer his/her medication with the proper documentation.  A Self-
Medication Release form and a Parent and Prescriber’s Authorization for 
Administration of Medication in School form (provided to the School by the City 
School District of New Rochelle) must be completed and sent to school with the 
prescribed medication.  These forms may be obtained from our school office. 

 If a student cannot self-administer the prescribed medication, it cannot be kept in 
school.  The parent must come in to school to administer medication if it must be 
given during the school day.   

HOME PLAN OF ACTION  

Although the probability that your child will be sent home from school due to illness is 
not very high, Murphy’s Law would suggest that your child will become ill and need 
to be taken home at the worst possible time.  It is very important that you make some 
sort of back-up plans for someone to take your child home if you are unable to do so.  
In addition, the morning staff is very vigilant in sending home children who should not 
be in school due to illness.  If your child becomes sick on the way to school, you will 
be asked to take your child home or your back-up sick-care provider. 

MEDICAL FORM 
 

Your child’s medical form must be returned by the first day of school. Physicals and 
immunizations must be up to date.  This form will be placed in your child’s school file 
in the front office. 

INCIDENT/ACCIDENT REPORTING 
 

Incident reports will be prepared for all significant incidents/accidents on the day of 
the incident. Significant incidents/accidents would include any events that involve 
blood, bumps (any bump on the head is an immediately call to the parents) , bruises 
or non-visible incidents involving breathing (asthma), unconsciousness, bones and 
twisted, sprained or strained joints (including the neck or back). A copy of the report 
will be provided for the parent. Teachers will inform parents immediately after any 
significant incident. 
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STRINGS ON COATS & JEWELRY ON CHILDREN 
 

Strings on children’s coats are responsible for many injuries and deaths from 
strangulation of children (strings get stuck in climbers, trees, school busses and even 
family pets have strangled children by pulling on coat/hood strings).  Please do not 
buy clothing with loose strings for your children and remove strings from any clothing 
with strings.  If you forget to remove the strings and we see them, we will cut them 
off. 

Children are not permitted to wear jewelry, other than pierced earring studs, at school.  
Necklaces, bracelets, rings, earrings and other jewelry can get caught during your 
child’s busy day.   For young children, jewelry can be a distraction to their real purpose 
for being at school, their learning activities!  Children who wear jewelry to school will 
be asked to remove it.  The school is not responsible for jewelry that is lost either 
before or after it is removed.    

CHOKING HAZARDS 
 

Toddler/Preschool:  As a rule of thumb, objects that can fit through a paper towel tube 
represent a potential choking hazard.  Please make sure that your child does not 
bring small objects to school that might find their way into their mouth or the mouth of 
a friend.  Favorite small objects that children bring from home are coins and 
miscellaneous toy pieces. 

Elementary/Middle School:  Although elementary students generally do not put small 
objects in their mouths, they are more likely to sneak hard candy and chewing gum 
into school.  Please remind your child/children that these treats are not allowed in 
school.   

LATE SESSION PROGRAM 
 

Our late session activities combine fun, fitness and learning, incorporating activities 
such as: cooking, homework and teambuilding/games.  All programs encourage the 
development of close friendships, self-discipline and good sportsmanship. 

Napping 

Napping is offered in the Toddler through Primary levels with the exception of 
Kindergartens. Napping mats are provided by the School and are disinfected daily with 
bleach water.   Children nap in their classroom with the lights turned down.  Children 
who normally nap at home and whose parents prefer them to nap at school will be 
asked to close their eyes and try to sleep.  No child is ever made to stay on his or her 
mat if they cannot fall asleep after 20 minutes of quiet time.  Naptime for children who 
do sleep is approximately 1 ½ hours for toddler ages and as much as 1 hours for the 
primary age children. Parents are responsible for the bedding for their child’s school 
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mats and need to bring home bedding weekly to wash and returned to school.  Soiled 
bedding will be bagged and sent home on the day it is soiled. 

School Nurse 

Hudson has two nurses that visit weekly; one nurse is for preschool students and 
another nurse is for the school age students. These nurses keep nursing logs, 
check medications and paperwork, check medical forms/immunizations, conduct 
eye and hearing screenings and occasionally conduct faculty health education 
workshops. 
 

PESTICIDE APPLICATION AT SCHOOL 

Hudson has a contract with a licensed exterminator who inspects the grounds 
quarterly and who responds to specific requests to remove unwanted pests.  
Regulations for pesticides on school property are very strict and the exterminator 
will endeavor to control pests without the use of pesticides whenever possible.  
However, Hudson does permit pesticide application by a “certified pesticide 
professional” in emergency and non-emergency situations. The threats include 
those posed by mosquitoes, ticks, or stinging insects when no other practical 
solution exists. In such situations, the School must determine that: 

 an emergency application is necessary;  

 it would be impractical/untimely to obtain the services of a certified pesticide 
professional; and 

 the emergency application does not involve a restricted pesticide. 
 
If a pesticide application is made, the School will notify the parents/guardians of 
each child enrolled in the facility no later than 24 hours before the pesticide 
application occurs. Notice of emergency applications will be provided as soon as 
practical. Notice will be provided by email and by posting on the door of each 
building. 

 the name of the pesticide’s active ingredient 

 the target pest 

 the location of the application within the day 

 the date of the application 

The school will maintain a copy of the record of each pesticide application for a 
period of five years. 
 

Dust Mites and Furniture Allergies 

School areas used by children who have allergies to dust mites, or to components of 
furnishings or supplies, are maintained by the program according to the 
recommendations of the child’s health professional. 
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Section 82\ 
TUITION 

The Hudson Country Montessori School is a not for profit organization. Your prompt 
tuition payment is essential for the smooth operation of the School. 

The key points from the Enrollment and Tuition Agreement that you signed before 
your child was admitted to School are presented here for your reference: 

Parent(s) agree to pay tuition and fees in accordance with the applicable Tuition 
Schedule(s) and other fee schedules published by the School.  

It is understood that the parent is making a commitment to enroll the child for the 
entire school year.  Tuition is calculated and due on an annual basis.  

Payments shall be made annually, in accordance with the most current applicable 
tuition schedule. There will be no tuition reduction/refund for any holiday, family 
vacation or medical condition that may cause a child to be absent from any of the 
School’s programs. 

Checks returned for insufficient funds must be paid by certified bank check or 
money order, along with any fee for bank charges incurred by the School.  If you 
have more than two returned checks, the school will require all future payments be 
made by certified bank check or money order. 

LATE PAYMENT POLICY 
Traditional payment schedule: 

At 15 days past due, parents will receive a reminder phone call.   

At 30 days past due, parents will receive a second phone call, reminder notice and 
a tuition statement with a late payment fee. 

At 60 days past due, parents will receive a disenrollment letter which will require 
that their child be removed from School.  

Monthly payment schedule: 

At 15 days past due, parents will receive a reminder phone call. 

At 30 days past due, parents will receive a disenrollment letter which will require 
that their child be removed from School.  
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VOLUNTEERS   
Tuition can never cover the cost of running a high quality school program. The heart 
of any successful education system is rooted in the cooperative partnership among 
all members of the school family. 

Parents are encouraged to be active in the pursuit of these goals. 

There are many areas of school functioning in which you can be of service and we 
welcome not only your encouragement but your participation as well. 

It is our hope all parents will take an active role in fostering the goals of the school 
community. 

OUR PREPARED ENVIRONMENT 
 

The prepared environment is a Montessori concept. It has to do with making and 
keeping the environment as beautiful, functional, enriching and accessible as 
possible. Sharing the responsibility of maintaining and improving our buildings, 
materials and grounds is a part of our School’s philosophical commitment. It is our 
hope and expectation that all families will join in this community effort. 
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Section 92 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

 

SURVEILLANCE 
 

The School has installed surveillance systems in a variety of locations throughout the 
school.  These systems serve one or more purposes depending on their location.  
The purpose of these systems is: security (to monitor and record who enters and 
leaves the building and at what time); supervision of classrooms by administrators; 
for faculty training purposes; The images from these systems may include sound 
and/or sound recording and will primarily be used on the premises but they may be 
viewed by Hudson employees or students over the internet through a secure 
connection at a remote location. These images may also be recorded and archived 
in the School’s confidential files for no more than 30 days unless the School has a 
specific need to keep specific recordings for a longer period.    These images will not 
be available to the public nor will they be made available to parents, except, parents 
may observe classrooms on the monitors located in an administrator’s office (in the 
presence of an administrator/teacher) and parents may be shown selected 
recordings of the classroom by an administrator in an effort to resolve developmental 
concerns of their own child/children.  Under no circumstance will recordings be 
distributed to anyone except as required by law. 
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Section 102 

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURES 

If you are reading this, you probably already have a child enrolled at 
Hudson.  Nevertheless, this section may help you guide a friend to 
enrollment in our school. 

ADMISSIONS 

Applications for admission for the upcoming academic year are 
generally considered between November and January.  Applications 
received later in the year are considered as openings become available 
and a waiting list is developed.   

The School’s fundamental objective in admissions is to find the right fit 
between child, family and school. Preference is normally given to 
families with children already attending Hudson and applicants with 
previous Montessori experience. 

During the initial interview, prospective parents are given a tour of the 
School and the program goals are discussed. 

During a second visit, the prospective child will visit with one or more 
teachers who will observe the child in the classroom environment.  
These teachers will assess the child’s readiness for the program.  
Prospective parents will be contacted by the School to discuss the 
observation and the ability of the program to meet the child’s needs.   

Children entering at the elementary level are required to spend one or 
two days in a classroom for observation.  The School will request a 
copy of the student’s file from the candidate’s present school before the 
candidate will be accepted for enrollment. 

We thank you for your cooperation and we wish you and your 
child a wonderful year at Hudson.  

Happy School Days! 
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